
Live Margins
Improperly set live margins, also sometimes referred 
to as “safety” margins, are one of the most common 
issues we see in the book industry. The term live 
margin refers to the distance between the live copy, 
objects or artwork and the trimmed or bound edge. 
These are elements that the designer does not wish 
to inadvertently get trimmed off during the postpress 
process

The book manufacturing industry has determined this 
margin should be no smaller than .25" from trim or 
bind edge. 

Bleed
Lack of or not enough bleed when required are 
surprisingly almost as common as improperly set live 
margins. Bleed is the appearance of artwork or an 
object printing all of the way to the very edge of the 
trimmed edge(s). 

Courier requires .125" bleed for all artwork or objects 
that are meant to print to the edge of the trimmed 
page. Bleed is easily accomplished by simply extending 
the intended artwork or object .125" past the edge of 
the document page boundary. 

Doesn’t preflight software check this?
Although preflight solutions like Courier’s free File 
Check service has the ability to interrogate a PDF 
for proper live margin and bleed, it doesn’t always 
understand the designer’s intent. Preflight systems 
are designed to look at the code within the file. If a 
parameter is exceeded or not met, it will flag it. 

For example, you may have a design element like a 
ghosted background image that you have deemed isn’t 
really “live”. In other words, it makes no difference if 
this element appears too close to trim or actually gets 
trimmed off a bit. Preflight systems don’t understand 
the desired effect or use of the background image and 
will flag it as an issue when in fact it isn’t.

http://www.courier.com

Design Tip
To help ensure a book is being laid out with proper 
live margins and bleeds, there are guide tools built into 
InDesign. These tools can help the designer visually 
ensure live elements aren’t getting too close to the 
trimmed edge, as well as items intending to bleed are 
expanded to the .125" requirement.

Visual live margin and bleed guides can be set when 
creating a new document or at any time via the 
Document Setup found within the InDesign file menu. 
Please see example below. 

Once your new live margin and bleed guides are set, 
ensure guides are turned on within InDesign and begin 
your composition. The new visual guides provide a 
simple template to keep your live elements within the 
proper boundaries as well as help ensure you always 
have enough bleed.

*Adobe InDesign CS5 logo is trademark of Adobe 
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Above example based on 8.5 x 11 final trim.


